
 The Good News 
A Communication By and For the Florida Council of Catholic Women/Province of Miami  

 Prayer To Our Lady Of Good Counsel 
God of heavenly wisdom, you have given us Mary, Mother of Jesus, to be our guide and counselor. 

Grant that we may always seek her motherly help in this life and so enjoy her blessed presence in the life to come. 

O Mother of Good Counsel, patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women, intercede for us, that we may be wise, coura-
geous, and loving leaders of the Church. 

Help us, dear Mother, to know the mind of Jesus, your Son.  May the Holy Spirit fill us with a reverence for God’s Creation and 
compassion for all God’s children.  May our labors of love on earth enhance the reign of God; and may God’s gifts of faith and liv-
ing hope, prepare us for the fullness of the world to come.                                                                                                                    
Amen 
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WELCOME TO 2021 – THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH AND VACCINE ROLLOUTS 

I hope you and yours had a blessed Christmas and enjoyed your Nativity set up until Feast of the Epiphany. 2020 

will be forever remembered as the year of the COVID crisis, masks, sanitizers and no hugs. We are ready to get 

vaccinated and get back to work in our churches and councils. May we all continue to be vigilant until the day 

everyone is fully vaccinated. 

On the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Pope Francis issued a new Apostolic Letter entitled Patris Corde, (“With a 

Father’s Heart”),  marking the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal 

Church. To celebrate the anniversary, Pope Francis has proclaimed a special “Year of St Joseph,” beginning on the Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception 2020 and extending to the same feast in 2021. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: Please plan to attend and encourage others to participate!  The Feb. 12 event will be social distanced and 

food served under safe serve protocols.  

FEB. 2 & 3: CATHOLIC DAYS AT THE CAPITOL.  Register for this virtual event at https://flaccb.org/cdac . Registration deadline is 

January 22.  

FEB. 12: FCCW PROVINCE MASS AND LUNCHEON: Sheraton Orlando North, Maitland, FL. See the information on the FCCW web-

site: flaccw.org. Deadline for luncheon is Feb. 1. The event will be social distanced and food served under safe serve protocols.  

HUGS FOR THE HOMELESS: The deadline for this annual fundraiser to benefit homeless in the State of Florida has been extended to 

April 12th. Thank you for your generosity.  

Please continue to pray for those experiencing illness and loss of a family member. Our hope is in the Lord who made heaven and 

earth. May we be safe until we meet again. Our Lady of Good Counsel, be our guide and counselor in this life and intercede to your 

Son for our needs.  

Prayers are needed for Fr. Joe who is in the hospital with pneumonia. 

Sheila Hopkins 

FCCW President/Province Director 

 

President/Province Director                                                              Sheila Hopkins 



Diocese of St. Petersburg                                                   Beth Aubin, President 

Diocese of St. Augustine                                               Susan Pritchett, President 

Greetings from all the ladies of SPDCCW. We hope you had a Merry Christmas and looking forward to a Happy 

New Year. 

 

Fr Ted Costello’s message to you. He wants to congratulate all the ladies for all their hard work in this very      

difficult time.  Together we will get through this and we will be much better for it.  Let us be a beacon of the 

Lord’s light with the help of Our Blessed Lady, Amen. 

 

Eleven of our ladies attended the Foundation of Life Gala in November.  Our Lady Star of the Sea, Our Lady of Life, Our Lady of 

Grace and few of the affiliate parishes had Christmas Bazaars.  Our Lady of Grace District had a conference in November,.  It was 

at Christ the King Church in Tampa. A Day of Prayer and Reflection:  Fr Len Plazewski celebrated Mass and was the Keynote    

Speaker. He took us on a Tour of the New Statues they had placed in the newly renovated church.  

 

We decided to have a 52nd Convention, Theme: Our Lady of Good Counsel Protect us”.  We had a Living Rosary outside the     

Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Temple Terrace. Although CO-VID 19 restrictions were necessary, we had 50 attend the Mass 

and a Luncheon.  It was a great day, everyone had been locked up for so long it was nice to see everyone. We had Stanfos Italian-

Greek Restaurant deliver our food in individual bags, what a great meal it was. Bishop Parkes joined us for the luncheon and 

spoke about how the process of reopening the churches would happen throughout the Diocese.  At each convention we give the 

Bishop a check for the Seminarians, from our Burse Club, Bishops Vocational Fund etc.  He loved the NCCW book we gave as a gift. 

 

We are planning on having our 53rd Convention, Aug 11-14th 2020, possibly our elections in June.  We hope to see everyone soon. 

May Our Lady of Good Counsel keep you safe this holiday season. 

Dear Council Sisters, 

One behalf of Fr. James Boddie and your Council Sisters from the Diocese of St. Augustine, I send you special 

Tidings of Comfort and Joy! We pray that you have found great comfort in the Blessings of Christmas, the   

Birthday of Jesus. 

On December 27th, we celebrated the Feast of the Holy Family. We were reminded in the Readings and Homilies, our families are 

the strength of the church. Even those that have gone before us hold a special place in our hearts and 

remind us of happy times. 

I can only imagine the hardships the Holy Family must have  endured and yet today, we still have families 

that are in need of not only food and shelter but also spiritual support.  Our churches here in our Diocese 

supported so many of those in need. We thank each of you for helping in your own Diocese.  

The one thing I have personally learned from 2020 is that our strength came in our prayers and our      

continued Faith in God. We, the SADCCW as one family, continued our journey even though it was quite different than we thought 

that journey might have been in 2020. 

We look forward to the New Year. Like the Wise Men, we still seek Him. We will follow Jesus wherever He may lead us! 

 

May God and His Blessed Mother keep you safe! 



Diocese of   Orlando                                                     Virginia Hagan, President 

Orlando Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

Article for the FCCW “The Good News” 

January 2021 

Happy New Year!  It is going to be a great year!  The Pope has proclaimed 2021 as the year of the 
family.  Although his proclamation is about our biological family, we are all family - the family of 
Christ!  He encourages us to remember to say, “pardon me, thank you and sorry” and never end the day without mak-
ing peace.  Excellent advice for all “families”.   
 
We have so much to look forward to this year. God has given us a wonderful gift – a vaccination for the COVID-19 virus.  
This will open our world again and I for one look forward to it.  Yes, I have had my first shot and look forward to the 
second.  We will soon be able to meet in person!  The ODCCW Convention will take place on May 1, 2 & 3, 2021 and 
the Leadership Symposium July 24 & 25.  All of you are welcome to join us for these events.   I am also looking forward 
to celebrating Thanksgiving and Christmas with our family and friends again. We must thank our Lord once again for 
this wonderful miracle. 
 
From our inability to be together has come a great deal of innovation.  We have learned to use Zoom and Free Confer-
ence Call therefore expanding our electronic capabilities.  New ways to not only hold a meeting but to raise funds.  One 
parish in the Orlando Diocese even held a “Virtual Festival” and raised funds by having a virtual silent auction, 50-50 
ticket sales and order meals online to be picked up on two different nights at the social hall.  The affiliations are now in 
the process of raising funds for Hugs for the Homeless using their newly learned skills.  We could certainly learn from 
each other by sharing our experiences of this past year.   
 
I look forward to seeing all of you at the FCCW meeting in February and celebrating Mass and lunch on the following day.   May 

God bless and keep each one of you.   

Love and God Bless!  Ginny 
Virginia “Ginny” Hagan 
ODCCW President 2020-2022 



Service Commission                                          Diane Tugander 

                   Co-Chairman 

Dear Council Sisters and Reverend Fathers, 

 Happy New Year welcome 2021!! We have changed the calendars, 2021 has        

arrived, now let’s get down to business! 

 After months of staying close to the computer and isolated from friends and  council 

sisters, we now have the promise of better days to come!  Unfortunately for the victims of Human          

Trafficking brighter days are not around the corner.  Per a post by the USCSAHT mid-December; “those 

involved in efforts to end human trafficking fear that the global pandemic and resulting lockdowns are    

increasing the numbers of people forced into trafficking.”  We need to brace ourselves for 2021 and expect 

a huge increase in the number of people affected”                                                                               

I will be observing a virtual impact collaboration on Thursday, January 7, 2021 titled “Forced     

Labor, Sex Trafficking & Exploration of Children”.  This will be the focus of my report along with update 

from the U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking. 

These months at home have, I hope, given us a new look at how to better care for our earth and   

surroundings. I know I have been recycling more!  How about you? 

Spirituality Commission                                      Josephine Weiss, Co-Chairman                           

The year 2020 is extremely memorable for me.   The COVID-19 pandemic made me aware how precious life 

is, your family, your friends, your Catholic faith and your church are.   Prayers sustained me all throughout 

but it is not the same as going to my own Catholic Church. 

During this Christmas season, I am thankful to God for my health and for what I have and feel blessed as 

2020 ends and 2021 begins. 

I am very hopeful for a better year in 2021 as I am sure as almost all, if not all, people around the world are. 

With this in mind, I would like to wish you all a very happy, blessed, healthy, safe and better new year in 

2021! 

  

By: Josephine Weiss,  

Co-Chair, FCCW Spirituality/Vocation Committee 



Leadership Commission                                             Linda Clark & Susie Harting 

                                                                                              Co-Chairmen                          

Public Relations/Sunshine                                                 Martha Klinikowski 

When you read this newsletter, you will see that I have added clipart to your reports.  It makes a report 

easier to read if you have some interesting pictures in it.  This breaks up the monotony of the printed 

word.  Please add some pictures of what your affiliations or deaneries are doing.  It doesn’t have to be a 

lot.  We are asking that you limit your reports to one page, but please don’t just add stuff to fill the page.  

Add some pictures and we can all see what you are doing.  This newsletter will be sent to NCCW and they 

in-turn send it out to the other provinces.  Your reports should give the basics of what you are doing, 

what you have done, and your plans for the future.  We all get ideas from each other.  Especially during 

this pandemic when we can’t socialize, this is our venue for socializing. 

 

I have sent the following cards: 

October:  6 birthday cards, 1 sympathy card and 2 get well cards 

November:   6 birthday cards 

December:  2 birthday cards,  2 thinking of you cards and 1 sympathy card 

 

 

Leadership  

Newsletter 

January 7, 2021 

 

The NCCW LTD team continues to schedule on-line training.  The team is connecting with many councils 

across the nation with ZOOM training sessions. The session is for three hours and usually covers 4 topics. As 

stated in the NCCW’s “From the President’s Pen”, the LTD Team helps our councils to “utilize their strengths, 

communicate with members and reach their goals even through COVID time. Contact                            

NCCWltdcontact@gmail.com or call Susie Harting at 407-314-0307 to schedule your enrichment program by 

ZOOM.   All training is free, no cost to councils. 

Susie Harting, LTD Coordinator Or Leadership  



Legislative Advocacy                                   Mary Woltman & Dr. Maria Knoll 

                                                                              Co-Chairmen 

 

Reverend Fathers and Council Sisters: I would like to encourage each of you to 

participate in two upcoming conferences: 

 

 

1) The 2021 Catholic Days at the Capitol: Will be held on February 2-3, 2021. Due to the Coronavirus, 
this year, it will be a virtual event. On-line activities will start on Tuesday afternoon with a welcome and 

legislative briefing on public policy priorities. Virtual activities will continue on Wednesday, February 3; 

virtual group meetings with legislators will be scheduled for participants to attend. 
 

The Red Mass of the Holy Spirit will be celebrated on the evening of February 3 by Bishop William 

Wack of the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee at the Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More, with limited 
seating capacity. This mass will be live-streamed for Catholic Days participants and all others who wish 

to virtually attend.  As has been tradition, FCCW will be the gift bearers with only two allowed this year:  

Sheila Hopkins, FCCW President/Province Director and Joan Walker, President of the Pensacola-
Tallahassee DCCW. 

 

To register, go to: https://flaccb.org/cdac-registration. Registration deadline is January 22
nd

.  The    

Catholic Days at the Capitol schedule of the events can be found at:                                                                

https://flaccb.org/documents/2020/12/2021ParticipantSchedule.pdf 

 

 

2) Catholic Social Ministry Gathering: A Virtual Gathering of the United States Catholic social ministry 
leaders will be held on February 6-9, 2021. This event is being organized by the United States         

Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Department of Justice, Peace, and Human Development.  The National 

Council of Catholic Women is one of the event sponsors. The 2021 theme is “Make justice your aim (cf. 
Is. 1:17): Rebuilding Together.”  

 

For more information, go to: https://web.cvent.com/event/b25a3d2e-387a-4c33-8203-a3506a14b501/
summary. 

 

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed 2021. 

 

Maria Knoll 

FCCW Legislative Advocacy Committee Co-Chair 

 





SEVEN FABULOUS BASKETS:TAKE A CHANCE TO WIN! 

1.Archdiocese of Miami: “Our Lady of Good Counsel Basket” It will include An Our Lady of 

Good Counsel Throw, Our Lady of Good Counsel Rosary box with Rosary, and Prayer books. 

2.Diocese of St. Augustine: “Century Basket” It will include things from the 
100th Anniversary of NCCW and a Florida History Book 
 
3.Diocese of Orlando: “Chocolate & More” 

4.Diocese of Palm Beach:“ $75 Money Tree” 

5.Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee: “Drinking with the Saints” 

6.Diocese of St. Petersburg:  “Fun with the Family Game Night: includes Games, Wine, and 

Munchies” 

7.Diocese of Venice:“Spa Basket-Lotions etc and a $50. Gas Card” 

 

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN! 

WRITE BASKET NUMBER(S) YOU WANT TO WIN ON TICKET BACKS! 

 

 

Send ticket stubs & money to: Laurie Ulseth, 5417 Rose Marie Ave So., Boynton Beach, Fl 33472 

Tickets are $1.00 each or six for $5.00 

CHECKS MADE OUT TO FCCW 

DRAWING FOR THE BASKETS WILL BE FEBRUARY 11, 2021 



FCCW PROVINCE MASS AND LUNCHEON CELEBRATION 
                                                              February 12, 2021 

SHERATON ORLANDO NORTH 
                   600 North Lake Destiny Road, Maitland, FL 32751 

 
 11:00 A.M. HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS  

  Celebrants: 
 Most Rev. William A. Wack, CSC, Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee, USCCB Episcopal Liaison to NCCW  

and Most Rev. John G. Noonan, Bishop of Orlando 
 

12 noon LUNCHEON SPEAKERS: 
 Most Rev. William A. Wack, CSC and Most Rev. John G. Noonan 

 
OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL AWARDS PRESENTATION: Active Member and Posthumous Member 

RECOGNITION OF PAST 2019-2020 FCCW BOARD MEMBERS 
JEWELRY SALE, BASKET RAFFLE DRAWING AND 50/50 CASH DRAWING 

 

Mixed Green Salad; Assorted Artisan Breads & Sweet Butter; Two Accompaniments 

Chef's Selection of Assorted Desserts/Coffee/Tea/Water 

Choice of Entrée: 
1)  Parmesan Herb Crusted Chicken with Tomato Cream Sauce 

2)  Grilled Grouper with a Lemon Beurre Blanc 
3) Vegetarian Option: Spinach and Quinoa Stuffed Sweet Potato 

 

You will receive a ticket at the door with your meal choice to put on the table.  Please mail your reservation and 
check payable to FCCW to: 
 
Laurie Ulseth 
5417 Rose Marie Avenue So. 
Boynton Beach, FL 33472 

Questions: Myrna Wong- 772 335 5160 or albmyr@aol.com 

 
RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FEBRUARY 1, 2021 

 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP 

Name: ______________________________________________ Entrée Choice_______________________________________  

Name: ______________________________________________ Entrée Choice: ______________________________________ 

Name: ______________________________________________ Entrée Choice: ______________________________________  

Total enclosed: ___________@ $45.00 per person 

Contact information: Name____________________________________Phone no.______________________ 

Email:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Any food allergies: Names: __________________________________________________________________ 

 



CALENDAR 2021 

 

Feb 11-12 FCCW Board overnight 

Feb 12 FCCW Banquet Luncheon 

April 12 Hugs money due to FCCW treasurer 

Brenda Dolan 

June 11—FCCW Board Meeting 

CONVENTIONS 

April 15-18 St. Petersburg DCCW 

April 24 Pensacola/Tallahassee DCCW 

May 1-3 Orlando DCCW 

May 15-16 St. Augustine DCCW 

AUG 25-28 NCCW 100th Anniversary 

Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops (flaccb.org) 

Join the Florida Catholic Advocacy Network (FLCAN) – sign 

up to receive emails that include news and action 

items related to legislative issues. 

Text FLCAN to 50457 on your smart phone to receive     

action alerts. 

Candidate Questionnaire Project (CQP)– FCCB will be      

releasing responses to its CQP questionnaire for state 

and federal candidates 

Catholic Days at the Capitol 

 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org) 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship was revised by the USCCB in 2015.  This document is   

available for download at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship We 

should each take the time to read this document before voting this year. 

                   Call to prayer for Life, Marriage and Religious Freedom (usccb.org/pray) - you can sign up to     

               receive weekly text or email reminders to pray and fast on Fridays.  

WEB SITES 

NCCW:  nccw.org 

FCCW:  flaccw.org 

USCCB:  usccb.org 

FLACCB:  flaccb.org 

A/DCCW WEB SITES 

 
Miami:  maccw.org 

Orlando:  odccw.com 

Palm Beach:  pbdccw.org 

Pensacola-Tallahassee:  ptdccw.org 

St. Petersburg:  spdccw.org 

St. Augustine:  stadccw.com 

Venice:  vdccw.org 

 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship

